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Reptile Care

Shakes and lizards are becoming more popular to keep as pets. They can be contained in a relatively
small area and are inexpensive o keep although the initial set-up may cost a bit.
Reptiles are easy to maintain. They rarely smell, are quiet and need little cleaning compared to some other

pefs. If you miss feeding them one day they won't suffer, you can fit them into your routine without too

much fuss.

Reptile Enclosures

Your pets home, called a ‘terrarium’,
is dependant upon the size and
habitat requirements of your reptile.
Generally they should be escape
proof, not subject to drafts, moisture,
heat resistant and have good
lighting.

If possible start with the largest
terrarium you have space for and
can afford, so as your pet grows you
won't need to get larger terrariums.

Setting Up Your
Terrarium

Having a cover on the floor of the
terrarium is important. The ‘substrate’
ideally would mimic the environment
the reptile is native to, for example
sand or bark, this gives the terrarium
a more natural look, however
newspaper and special reptile

carpets can be cleaner.
I's important to provide your repfile

with shelters for hiding and to give
them a sense of security and so they
can camouflage themselves. Rocks,
plants, logs, and branches to sun

bath on.
Live plants are great but should be in

pots and able to withstand the
terrariums conditions.

Inside The Terrarium

Heating and lighting are the most important things to
consider. Sometimes these work together with a full

spectrum incandescent light also providing heat for your pet.
It is most important to provide the correct lighting and heat

for your particular reptile.
Heating: In a terrarium reptiles need different areas of

temperature so they can move from warm to cooler areas

so they can regulate their temperature.
There are a number of ways to heat the terrarium some of

these are; basking lights, ceramic heaters, under tank
heaters (or under substrate heaters) and heating cords and

heating rocks.
A thermometer should be placed in the terrarium to monitor

the temperature, ideally one at each end.

Checklist

e License from the Ehvironmental Protection

Agency www.epa.gov.au
e Terrarium
e Solid stand for terrarium to sit on
e Heat lamp
e Heat mat
o Thermometer
» Soft plastic plants
e Decor for hiding and resting
e Reptile carpet or sand
o Specific food; live, frozen,
o Vegetables, fruit
o Water and food bowls
 Care book




Lighting.
There are 2 types.

Full spectrum fluorescent lamp which
provides sunlight replacement for those
reptiles that need it. This lamp may not
provide enough heat without a separate
heating source.

Full spectrum incandescent lamp which
provides both heat and light and is best used

as a basking bulb hanging above the
enclosure at one end.

Food

Depends on the type of reptile you
have. Foods available for repfiles in
capfivity for:

Snakes:
rats, mice, and pinkies which are

baby mice (they are available frozen).

Pink and Blue Tongue Lizards:
crickets and mealworms.

Bird eating spiders:
crickets.

Scorpions:
crickets
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Cleaning

Snakes and lizards when in captivity are very
prone to parasites. Water and food bowls
need to be cleaned daily. The terrarium
should be cleaned once a week.

Bleaches or alcohol based cleaners are
tolerated better than phenol cleaners e.g
pine-o-clean. Before putting new items in the
terrarium they should be sterilized with
bleach or a slow heating oven (between 120-
150 degrees.

Things to Consider

What type of reptile will fit into your lifestyle?
And out as much as you can before
purchase to make sure you have the time

and commitment for your prospective pet.
Think about how much you want to interact
with your reptile and if you want to handle
him you will need to spend more time with
him.

Are you happy to feed your snake frozen
mice? Lizards enjoy live crickets and
mealworms, is that something your prepared
to do?

You should keep an eye on your pet daily so
you know his normal behavior so you can
identify any problems if they occur.

Remember...

Don't let your reptile get cold, check the
terrariums temperature daily. If you take your
pet out ensure that the environment is safe
from cats and dogs and keep windows and
doors closed.



